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himself that he should in like manner be favored at Wil-
mington.

General Grant ought never to have given him this com-
mand. It is unfortunate that Butler is associated with
Grant, for he has great mental power which gives him un-
due ascendancy over his official superior. Certainly Gen-
eral Grant must have known that Butler was not the pro-
per officer for such an expedition. Why did he give B. this
command?

Fox says Grant occasionally gets drunk. I have never
mentioned the fact to any one, not even to my wife, who
can be trusted with a secret. There were such rumors of
him when in the West. ...

Went with Fox to the President with Admiral Porter's
dispatches. He read them carefully through, and after a
very brief conversation I asked what was now to be done.
The President said he must refer me to General Grant so
far as the military part was concerned. He did not know
that we wanted any advice on naval matters.

I said we had a large squadron there which we could
not retain on that station unless something was to be ef-
fected, for it was wasting our naval strength. He said he
hoped we had at this time enough vessels to close the ports
to blockade-runners, and again said, "I must refer you to
General Grant."

We left the President about 3.30 P.M. I had then much
of my mail to get off. Did not leave the Department until
ten. After dinner, took my usual walk. Fox called at my
house, and a dispatch was framed to Grant as the President
had directed. I said to Fox that it ought to go through
Stanton, or that he should see it. When he was leaving
and after he had got the door open, Fox said Stanton might
not be at the Department, and would be likely to oppose
if he was, and he doubted if it was best to say anything to
him. Inconsiderately I assented, or rather did not dissent.

December 30, Friday. At Cabinet various speculations.